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Introduction to the term end questionnaire results

Randolph H. Thrasher, President

I would like to begin by pointing out the difficulties of interpreting the data reported
here. The figures reported on pages 4 to 14 are the combined ratings of a large
number of teachers—both full-time and part-time. There are, of course, differences
in the ratings given by the students to different teachers. In statistical terms, the
means reported here have relatively large standard deviations (FE#{F73) This means
that, unless the differences between two means are relatively large, the difference
between them is probably not statistically significant. In other words, any small
differences in the means are most likely a matter of chance and not real differences.

We also need to remember that these teachers are teaching in three different
programs that are very different in nature and which also differ in educational
approach. We can see these differences reflected in the student responses to question
15 which asks about the amount of time that students studied outside of class. The
data show that the Hoiku students spend the least time doing homework and the
English department students, the most. But I believe that this difference can be
traced to the fact that the Hoiku has more hands-on classes that do not demand much
student preparation. The slight difference between the amount of time that General
Education students report spending doing homework and the amount of time English
Department students report is probably due to the fact that the English Department
has more classes that meet several times each week and that General Education
classes tend to meet once a week and to be larger than most English Department
classes. But, as I mentioned above, the 0.06 difference in the means for General
Education (2.19) and the English Department (2.25) may be a matter of chance.

However, even considering the difficulties of interpreting this data, I can say that we
continue to do well in most areas. The students have consistently rated their teachers
highly on question 3 (zeal for teaching) and given their classes a high rating overall
(question 16). However, there is one area that we especially need to improve. The
amount of homework the students report doing is still below what I would hope they
would do.

Both faculty and administrators can feel a justified pride in the education that we are
providing, but, both individually and collectively, we need to search for ways to
improve our teaching by building on our strengths and working especially hard to

overcome our weak points.
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