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Introduction to the Term-end Questionnaire Data from the Fall Term 2009

Randolph H. Thrasher, President

The first thing to point out is the difficulty in interpreting these data. As I
mentioned in my comments on the Spring Term data, we have this difficulty because
the data reported here is the combination of the questionnaire results of students in 3
different educational programs. As in the Spring Term data, we can see this problem
most clearly in the results of question 15.

However it was good to find a general improvement over the Spring term results.
Although I cannot be completely confident that all of the differences in the means
indicate a real difference, the trend is clear. With the exception of question 15, all of
the Fall term means were higher than those in the Spring. This is good news, but the
results of question 15 are particularly discouraging. It appears that the students did
even less homework in the Fall Term than they had done in the Spring Term. The
overall mean fell from 2.05 in the Spring term to 1.83 in the Fall. The mean in all
three programs dropped, but the biggest drop was in General Education; from 2.19 to
1.69.

This is clearly an area that the Tandai faculty meeting needs to study in order to find
way to get students to study more on their own. Life-long education will only be
possible for students who have the motivation and skills necessary to study on their
own. We need to find ways to use our classes to prepare students to become motivated
life-long learners after graduation.

We can be proud of the general overall improvement compared with the Spring term,
but I believe we can do better, particularly in the area of getting students to study

outside of class.
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