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My Challenge

I was born and raised in Christchurch, New Zealand. New Zealand is a beautiful country, with lots of nature, friendly people,
safety, and sheep. New Zealand is the perfect destination for study abroad.

In 1999 I met my future wife. We married in New Zealand and relocated to Tokyo. The year was 2000 and I was 25 years old.

Up until that time I had always believed that Christchurch was a big and modern city, but Tokyo really opened my eyes to the
true meaning of “City”. Not long after my arrival in Tokyo, I learned that more than 3.5 million people use Shinjuku station
every single day. In 2000, 3.5 million was the entire population of New Zealand.

The next decade was one of teaching, learning, starting and raising a family and traveling. My wife and I have a particular
fondness for travel and we have been fortunate to have had a number of unforgettable overseas trips in South East Asia,
Australia and New Zealand and to share our love for this beautiful planet with our young children. We also came to Okinawa,
and the warm climate, culture and delicious cuisine made an immediate impression on my wife and I.

In 2013, by the grace of God, I moved from Tokyo to begin teaching at Okinawa Christian University. There are many
challenges ahead and also many opportunities.

I have 3 main goals for my time at this Okinawa Christian University. First of all, I aim to help all students to find their feet as
competent and confident English speakers. With this in mind, I aim to introduce more and more students to the positive
benefits of studying overseas. To make these goals a reality, I need to raise my working Japanese ability so that I can work
closely with teachers, students and the “unsung heroes” at Okinawa Christian University; our wonderful, competent and ever
patient administrative staff.
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