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Introduction to the term end questionnaire results

Randolph H.Thrasher,President

As I have noted in previous years, the data reported here shows the students
assessment of the overall performance of our school. However, because it groups how
the students evaluate many different individual teachers and combines data from all
sorts of classes, there is some fuzziness in the picture presented here. If we look at the
data in the first table we can see that for three of the questions, the standard deviation
was over one. The results from questions 12 and 17 indicate that students had
somewhat mixed opinions of the performance of different teachers. Although most
students expressed a willingness to take other classes taught by that teacher (Question
17) the large standard deviation shows that the students didn’t think this was true of all
teachers or that all students in each class didn’t have the same opinion of that teacher.
The same can be said of question 12. Most teachers followed the syllabus but the
students claimed that not all did.

Question 15, as in previous years, shows that there is a great difference in the amount
of homework students do. Teachers are apparently assigning more homework (the
mean is higher than in previous years) but there seems to be great differences in
student responses to these assignments (the standard deviation remains high).

The standard deviation for question 4 is relatively high. This is a pattern we have
seen in previous years and may show that not all students are able to follow the
presentation of their teachers.

The overall results are quite positive (all means are 4 or higher) and show that the
students are largely satisfied with the education we provide. However there is room
for improvement in making our lectures understandable to all of our students and in
teaching in a way that make students want to take more courses from us. And we need
to find ways to close the gap between those students who take time to do the
assignments we give and those who spend very little time doing homework.

I'm happy to see the improvement these data show, but I know that we can do better
and I urge all teachers to reflect on the data for their classes and work together to

provide even a better education for our students.
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