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For as long as | can remember, | have always loved to read. Although my parents were not highly educated,
our house was full of books. My great-grandfather had been a Christian minister and we had his books and,
when my father's friend learned | wanted to become an engineer, he gave me some books in that field. So from
an early age, | read very widely. In high school my nickname was bookworm. It was not very complementary. |
was just the guy with my nose always in a book.

When | came to Okinawa in 1959 the boat stopped first in Yokohama and when | took the train to Tokyo |
was overjoyed to see that the Japanese loved to read too. It seemed that everyone on the train had a book. Even
those who were standing were holding on to the strap with one hand and holding a book in the other.

The bus riders in Okinawa were not such avid readers but my students in Shuri loved to read. They didn't
have a lot of money to buy books so they would often stand in the bookstore reading until the manager asked
them to leave.

I'm afraid that students today are different. If you see them reading it is most likely a manga or a text
message on their cellphone. | think this is very sad because they are missing the opportunity to join the
wonderful world of books. Television and the internet offer a chance to explore new worlds but the widest world
of all is that of books. It is my hope that all the students will develop a taste for reading so they can spend their
lives exploring new worlds that are found between the covers of books.
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