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Introduction to the term end questionnaire results

Randolph H.Thrasher,President

The overall pattern of the data has not changed very much from the Spring term and
from previous years. These results show that the students believe we are providing
good classes and that most teachers are performing well. In fact, compared with the
Spring term, there is a slight rise in the means of all questions except number 15.
There was also a decrease in the size of the standard deviation for all questions
compared to the Spring term. This indicates that the students agreed more with each
other in their evaluations or that student evaluations of different teachers were more
similar. However, the standard deviations for questions 4, 12, 14, and 16 are at the .9
level or higher which indicates that we have to work harder to help teachers who have
been rated lower than their colleagues to improve their teaching.

The one question in this set of results that does not have a higher mean than we
reported in the Spring term is number 15. The means that the students report
spending slightly less time doing homework than they reported in the Spring. This is
particularly discouraging because this is an area in which we hope the students will do
more.

The data show that we continue to provide an education that the students rate highly.
But, unfortunately, these data also show that we are not making much progress in
overcoming the weakness that have been obvious for several years. We need to do
more to make our classes understandable to all of our students, to more carefully follow
the syllabus of each class we teach, and teach in a way that makes our students want to
study with us again. But I believe that our biggest task is to find better ways of getting
our students to take more responsibility for their learning. The number of hours they
are willing to work outside of class is the best indication of how much responsibility they
are willing to take and the results of question 15 show that we must do a lot more to

encourage students to study more.
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