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It is often said—surely with some truth—that the

@ traditional Japanese educational model does not
Christorer gufficiently prepare students for the realities of
modern, authentic communication in a foreign language.
What is needed among current and future educators is to turn
a critical eye on the methodologies that currently
predominate in the Japanese education system. This is not in
order to say that all current teaching methodology is bad or
wrong, which would be a huge oversimplification; just that
the approach in Japan (and, more specifically, Okinawa) must
be scrutinized and alternatives carefully considered so as to
find the most effective method for this specific context.
Critical discussion is therefore needed about learner
motivation, cultural implications of various methods, causes
of and solutions to student reticence, grammar vs.communi
cation, implementation of MEXT guidelines (such as Teaching
English in English), and many other issues. What is more,
educators need to have up-to-date knowledge of global trends

in language teaching methodology; for example, task-based
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language teaching (TBLT), content and language integrated
learning (CLIL), use of authentic materials, and so on.
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@ In selecting a graduate course of study, an applicant
=1V should not only consider the curriculum and faculty,
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the applicant to pursue his or her research. As a location for

but also the environment and resources available for

graduate study, Okinawa offers a special environment and
resources on account of its unique place both culturally and
historically in Asia. For decades, Okinawans have set out
around the world. They and their descendants have
maintained strong ties with their homeland. In recent years,
more and more people throughout Asia and other parts of the
world are coming to see and experience Okinawa. Very often,
the medium of such exchanges is English. Today, many
people in Okinawa must use English to accomplish their daily
pursuits. In this unique environment, English is no longer a
tool for hegemons to use in wielding their influence on other
countries, but an indispensable instrument harmonizing and
facilitating communication among many peoples. The
Graduate School of Intercultural Communication is able to
leverage these benefits and guide students in their research to

successful completion of their degrees.
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One of the central issues we face in English
education in Okinawa is striking a balance among

BDriTﬁ)l, three often conflated or conflicting concepts and
practices—developing expert English speakers, developing
experts in English language teaching, and developing in
future teachers a critical awareness of how English can best
be understood in terms of Englishes. Teaching ought to
reflect the reality that English is a global language of
exchange, and its mastery must be separated from a
necessarily Western orientation. Okinawa, in fact, represents
an ideal region where the concept of Englishes can be well
understood and elaborated. Local people have long
understood how their variety of Japanese is politically
inflected, and how these linguistic features are used to
emphasize differences in power and prestige in larger society.
Likewise, too often, the connotations associated with the
English language itself are grounded in dominant cultures,
such as American or British, and for many people around the
world such dominance also connotes a history of colonialism.
The idea of Englishes empowers learners and teachers.
Competing varieties of the language possess an intrinsic value
that crosses boundaries, and this is so important to local
identity.
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