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There are several things which may seem strange to a student from
another country. One is the way American students question, and sometimes
disagree with, their teachers in class. At first, this may seem like
disrespectful behavior, but often students learn that way. Another thing
is that American students often reduce tension by joking and laughing at
things. For students everywhere, learning becomes easier if they can learn
to laugh at problems instead of worrying about them. Two other sources of
difficulty may be American slang and the many idioms (two-word verbs) in

English.

American colleges have many student activities which everyone can
participate in. Most have a swimming pool and a gymnasium for people who
enjoy sports. There are often ballgames, parties, concerts, movies, dances,
and discos on the campus or close to it. Ideas about American college life
sometimes come from movies which show students telling jokes, going to

parties, and falling in love. However,

these movies do not give the whole

picture. Some Japanese students returning from studying in the States have
mentioned that they were surprised at how hard American students studied.
Experiencing college life abroad can be a great challenge and it offers

opportunities to grow in many ways.

However, not all students can have this

experience. Many who stay at home do a good job of learning English.

Success in language learning anywhere depends a great deal on the strength
of people's desire to learn and on their self-discipline in keeping up the
continual oral practice needed. In addition, today books, magazines, news—
papers, movies, television, and radio programs where English is used are
readily available to people working on their English.
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COLLEGE LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES

VIVIAN MORTER

In the United States, students have a choice of applying to private
colleges, many of which are church-related, or to colleges supported by
public funds. The system of public higher education is based on equality
of opportunity and on working one's way to the top. The rich and the poor
often attend the same colleges. Some students have plenty of money, while
others live at home and have scholarship grants and part-time jobs to help
pay their expenses. The students are often of different ages. Some are
single and live at home or in dormitories on the campus. Others are married
and may have several children. American students include people of different
races, nationalities, and religions, as well as refugees and students from
other countries. They may have very different personalities, interests,
attitudes, opinions, beliefs, and customs.,

For a new foreign student, meeting such a wide variety of people can
be a very enriching experience. The unifying bond is the process of learning
together in an English-speaking environment. Often a foreign student has
an American host family from whom he/she can learn much about life and
customs there. There may also be an American roommate, who can be a big
help. Another good opportunity to improve one's English comes during a home-
stay with an American family during the summer or during an academic year
in programs such as the Foster Scholar one.

A number of teaching and learning methods are used in American
colleges. There may be large lecture classes with smaller discussion groups.
Language classes are usually small with tape listening done in a language
laboratory. Memorization is important for some courses, while creativity
is emphasized in others. Field trips into the community or telephone
questionnaires may be part of the classwork. Sometimes students are asked
to put on group class presentations, which often include audiovisual
materials. Many teachers prefer having students write term papers to having
them take examinations. Being a good typist helps in writing term papers.
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The big advantage for the foreign student studying in England is that
you are in an English environment, so the opportunity for improving your
English is enormous. It is important to make use of the opportunity and not
to find Japanese friends and live in a little Japanese island surrounded by
a sea of English.
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David Gray

(A 1) SUDERZRHERD

To an outsider, it seems that the Japanese education system is similar
to the American pattern. The English system, however, is somewhat different
—- even the vocabulary is different. For example, in England you might hear
this exchange: "Are you a student?" —- "No. I'm still at school." Student
refers to someone at college or university, or at some other institute of
higher education. We are not so free with the verb graduate, either, which
in England means to obtain a degree, such as B.A., B.Sc. or B.Ed. A degree
can be awarded only by a university or recognised establishment. There are
no private universities in England; the awarding of degrees is controlled
entirely by the State. Another example of the differences that exist is
provided by the fact that I had no idea what a Junior College was until I
came to OCJC. There is nothing quite like this in England.

University entrance depends largely on the results of a public examina-
tion called the General Certificate of Education (GCE). The Ordinary Level
is taken at age fifteen or sixteen, and the Advanced Level is usually taken
two years later. A child might take seven or more 'O' Levels at one sitting,
then specialise in three subjects for 'A' Level. [Universities usually
require a certain standard at 'A' Level and some supporting 'O' Levels. A
few universities offer their own entrance examination.

For English students, higher education is apparently free. Local educa-
tion authorities provide 'grants'" for students, and these cover tuition,
living expenses, books and school equipment and travel. In the past, foreign
students have also been eligible for financial aid for education, but now it
is rather expensive for students from abroad to study in England.

If, as a foreign student, you want to be accepted at an English univer-
sity, you will need to enrol for a three-year degree course, or for a shorter
post—graduate course, in which case your English ability must reach an
acceptable standard. One measure of this standard is the Cambridge Certifi-
cate of Proficiency in English, which is an exam that only a small percentage
of English native speakers could pass.

You could prepare for the Cambridge Proficiency test at an Fnglish
language school. If you want to study at Oxford or Cambridge, there are
plenty of language schools in both these university cities, and in London
too. Many language schools are spread along the south-east coast in the
towns that are nearest to Europe. Nearly all language schools are private.

There are colleges, too, which offer courses to students from overseas.
It might be possible to study education at one of the teacher training col-
leges, which are usually called Colleges of Education. Most of these have
links with universities and are able to offer B.Ed.(Bachelor of Education)
degree courses. Or one of the Technical Colleges is likely to offer a course
in something that would interest you, if you think you could manage it with
limited English.
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