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Okinawa’s Lonely Struggle
By Uehara Keefe

If I say "Okinawa" what comes up to your minds right awav? The
beautiful beaches? The pecple? Shuri Castle? Kokusai Street? Scuba
diving? The local wine, awamaori, perhaps? [ believe some of these have
crossed your minds, And even for these of vou who haven’t been to
Okinawa yet, I guess vou've seen something about it on TV, But, let me ask
you.. how aboutl the thundercus roar of TLS. fighter jets, the bombing
practices in the mountains, the camouflaged trucks, or the barbed wire
tipped fences surrounding the LS. military bases? Have any of these ever
crossed your minds?

When I first came to Okinawa from the Philippines five yvears ago, I had
nothing but a vague idea of the situation on the island.  However, as the
vears went by, I came to understand the depth and complexity of this
problem. Let me [ustrate this

Onee, 1 and some friends from school, a Canadian, an Australian, and a
MNew Zealander decided to hang out around town., We decided 1o g6 toa bar,
However, much to my se, the man at the door took ane look at us and
told us bluntly that w kel not enter. He told us that foreigners weren't
allowed there. We to reason with him, saying that we were not
American military personnel but foreign exchange students. Nevertheless,
he was very adamant about not letting us enter into the bar,

This incident etched a deep impression on me. It was my first time to
experience something like that. Of course, 1 fell angry. 1 asked myself,
"How can they do this? They aren't treated like this when they go to other
countries." Although 1 don’t approve of it 1 understand the bar owner's
action of barring foreigners from the bar. This came after repeatec
incidents of some servicemen going away without paying the hill, picking
figghts, and d n worse, Too bad, this bad image of some servicemen
has been rubbed off on to all American military perscnnel and othér non-
Japanese people living on the island. At the same time, 1 think that with a
large number of military forces cramped together in one small area,
incidents such as the ones ['ve m 1ed can cecur,

Incidents such as these are ot= of the problem regarding the
presence of the LLS. military bas inawa. I believe vou know that 75
percent of the total number of 115, military personnel stationed here in
Japan are in Okinawa. Perhaps to these who live outside Okinawa, this isn’t
a big deal, since it doesn’t affect them in their day to day lives.

Bult, for the people of Okinawa, this is a big issue. It is they, the peaple of
Okinawa, who have to deal with this every day.

People, even those in the Okine fecture, are divided over this issue,
Many people would like to see ses dramatically recduced or even
removed from the island. But. there are also those who are for the present
Bath sides offer many weighty arguments and I do not want to
take sides here. What I would like to point out is that this is an issue of
national security. The discussion of this issue should not be limited only
within Okinawa. It should involve everyhody else in the nation. If we as a
nation are to benefit from the security that the presence of the LLS. military
offers, then we should share equally in the burden that having it begets.
The pecple of Okinawa have been struggling with this problem for so many
vears now, and a lonely struggle it has been. | hope that with your help, this
problem would eventually be resolved,

Thank you very much.
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E & & #H A 8 A 118,262,000 A 120,079,813 1,817,813
H B Il A @ & & 5 786, 856,000 818,638,301 A 31,782,301
HESRH O
7 8 F & 3| R B 23| = E=

A s B 597, 755, 000 591, 688, 456 6,066, 544
T BT T R B 250, 338, 000 242,077,388 8,260,612
B B 7 = 43,786,000 41,618,827 2,167,173
B A = TS #NE 25, 134,000 25,133,280 720
% fié B ( 3,492,000)

1,508, 000 1,508, 000
H B 2 o 3 8 5t 918,521,000 900,517,951 18,003, 049
LTEEREZLBAEE 131,665, 000 81,879,650
BEEREBEES HBBE 479, 269,000 479,269,248
HEERBEBRBSTLHBAE 610, 934, 000 561, 148,898






