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After 14 years at Kwansei Gakuin University and 22 years at In-

HERIE
Randolph H. Thrasher

ternational Christian University, last fall [ was invited to return to
OCIC 1o help with the application to the Ministry of Education to be-
come a 4-year college. I agreed to come back because the junior col-
lege was the first place I ever taught and I owe a debt of gratitude to
the students T taught here from 1959 to 62. Those students taught me
the joy of teaching and I have not been able to do anything else since
then. They also showed me how much I didn’ t know about my own
language so I went to the University of Michigan to get an MA in
English Language and a PhD in Linguistics. I hope I can share with
my present students the joy of teaching and learning that my students
of 40 plus years ago gave me.
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It is known that those who want to get training in simultaneous
interpretation have to have good knowledge of two languages (in this
paper, English and Japanese). Especially their grammar in each lan-
guage should be perfect or nearly perfect like native speakers.
Otherwise, their work will be just noisy or disgrace the original lan-
guage.

In spite of the difficulties stated above, young Japanese English
learners at a junior college are offered an intensive training program
of simultaneous interpretation for eight days every year. The level of
their English is low. However, it has been observed that their Eng-
lish was unexpectedly improved instead of disgracing it. Therefore,
this paper will show the learner’s English level referring to the result
of TOEIC, the nature of the program, How their improvement is ex-
amined and their evaluation of the program,

As one aspect of the nature of the program, the students have to
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Training in Simultaneous Interpretation as a Powerful Helper of Foreign
Language Learners to Improve Their Foreign Language Ability
Abstract
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learn “sight translation.”  Whatever structure their language has,
they have to translate English sentences from head to tail using a
technique such as adding words or making two different sentences.
This practice helps the students to understand English faster.

To examine their improvement in English, translation tests are
given to them twice, before they start the program and after the pro-
gram. In each time the same tests are given so as to observe the dif-
ferences clearly. Each student is given a tape on which a short article
from a newspaper is recorded. They are given twenty minutes to
translate it in a written form. The two translations show differences
in word choice, sentence structures, and translation quantity.

Training in simultaneous interpretation surely helps foreign
language learners in junior college to improve their foreign language
ability.

A Report on EFL Students Responses
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