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When OCU began in 2004 it was realized that some of
our students would need graduate degrees in order to fol-
low the careers our school was preparing them for. This
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was particularly true for those students in the International
Service and Intercultural Exchange areas of concentration.
And recent changes in the licensing of junior and senior
high school teachers has made a number of in-service
teachers and students studying to become teachers realize

that graduate work in English language teaching is some-
thing they need to fully pursue their professional goals. To
meet these needs, OCU submitted an application to The
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Ministry of Education and they agreed to let us establish
the OCU Graduate School of Intercultural Communication.
The new school will accept its first students on April 1,
2008.

the rest will work with me in English Language Education.
lege and two are already working. One is an international

student. This diversity is important because graduate stu-

tate the broadening of our students’ outlook and skills.
Those majoring English Language Education will have the

Roughly half of these students will work with Profes-
sor Isa in the Intercultural Communication Program and

Three are entering our graduate school directly from col-

dents learn from their fellow students as well as from their
professors. The twin pillars of our program will also facili-
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advantage of also taking intercultural communication cour-
ses and this study is bound to give them a wider, interna-
tional outlook. Those majoring in Intercultural Communi-
cation will be able to take courses concerned with teaching
and learning foreign languages and this knowledge should
enable them to be more useful in their overseas postings.
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After retiring as Professor Emeritus from the faculty of OlU and then from the pastorate of the Futenma
Baptist Church as Pastor Emeritus, | am very happy to spend some of my ‘mature” vears sharing my
experience and understanding of life with students at this university. My teaching responsibilities include
Bible Reading, Peace Studies and Research in the Philosophy and Practice of Nonviolence.

| am very happy for three main reasons: First, education in this university is firmly founded on
Christianity. In the second place, this school has an excellent program of preschool education. This is
important, as an ancient wise man said; “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will
: not depart from it” And finally, this school has a rapidly developing program of English International
Wﬂham Randall Education, engaged in the vital task of giving young people the tools needed for full life in this modem age.
BEAL RIS Welcorne newcomers; whatever your major or personal aspirations may be, you will soon
Hi& : Union theological seminary find, as | have, that you have come to the right school.
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