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New Challenges, New Departures
#& Randolph H. Thrasher
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Since we are facing a difficult economic in
Okinawa, the school is acting to increase
scholarship aid to students facing financial
difficulties. New scholarship funds have been
received from Yanagisawa-san, the former head
of the Academic Affairs Section, and Kanehide
Zaidan. We also have a pledge of 400,000 a year
for scholarships from a faculty member, I am
grateful to the donors who have made this
increase in scholarship funds possible. In
addition to this money we are creating an
emergency scholarship fund to be used during
the next three years—the predicted length of the
economic downtown. In this year1s budget we
have designated 5,000,000 ven for this purpose.
Other schools are also offering such special
financial aid but our school is also able to offer a
special sort of scholarship—one specifically to
help students with disabilities. Oshiro Minoru,
who has served this school in many ways over
many yvears and is now a member of the Board
of Trustees has given 4,000,000 ven to start F =

A &¥F45F. The name
means AZBhiF% in Okinawan.
This school has been a ;
pioneer in accepting students with handicaps and
now we will be able to help such students
financially as well. There are presently 2
students with handicaps and we expect a third to
enter in April

Beginning in April, the school will begin
classes in the first new building since we
moved to Nishihara., Shalom 28§ contains
classrooms, fwo computer labs for language
teaching and the simultaneous interpretation
program, a study room for the graduate school
students, and rooms for the 1 2 kBOoEfIRE
fif and the Alumni Association. The new
building will also contain the Itoke Maeda
Memorial Lounge. This large airy room is
named for the woman who worked side by side
with Nakazato-Sensei and Krider-sensei to fund
this school. Please join us for the dedication of
this new building on March 28th at 2:00.
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"Endangered Languages; Okinawan and Hawaiian"
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Knowledge is Power

“Knowledge is Power” is the slogan of a famous university in America. We all agree; that is why we are here.
As my final message, | want to mention knowledge that is super power. That is the power of disinterested love, a
spirit of reconciliation and of refusal to cooperate with injustice. Three men in particular are famous because they
had the power of that knowledge. With the power of that knowledge Mahatma Gandhi muzzled the mouths of mighty
England's cannons and made India free from colonial rule, With it Martin Luther King, Jr. freed the African
Americans from racist laws, laying the foundation on which America's first Black president, Barack Obama, firmly
stands. With it, Nelson Mandela sundered the shackles of apartheid in South Africa and he, a Black South African,

Wi R(_IH_Q.'I;"{I_ ,

became that country's first freely elected, and first Black president.
R Happily, the shelves of our library are well stocked with books, both in English and Japanese, that will aid you
BHEERR greatly in gaining that important knowledge. I encourage all students, faculty and staff members to seriously study
those vital works.
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