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We will now start the Monday Service for this 2020 Spring term.

Please close your eyes and pray silently.

We will now sing Hymn number 493. Please look at the 2nd page of the program. Please

stand.

Please take a seat.

[ will now read from the Scripture.

From the New Testament, 2 Timothy 4:1-2 (NIV)
“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge
the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his
kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the word; be

prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and

encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.”

Today's message will be given by President Youngsoo Kim, titled "In and out of

season."
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2 Timothy 4:1-2
Message: “In and out of season.”
by President Youngsoo Kim
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Good morning, and congratulations to the new incoming students.

Today’s service is the first Monday service for 2020. We were supposed to meet here
in the Chapel with everybody on April 6th, but unfortunately we couldn't do this due
to the spread of the Coronavirus. As of yesterday, globally, approximately 2.15 million
people had been infected by the Coronavirus and more than 144 thousand people had
died. In Japan 9,251 people had been infected, including 95 here in Okinawa, but some
experts say that the tests are not widespread enough in Japan therefore there will
probably be about 12 times more people infected than indicated by the official figures.
The most important thing in avoiding Corona virus is to avoid contact with people.
When you really have to meet somebody, keep as much distance as possible and make
sure there is plenty of ventilation. It is also necessary to avoid the “3-MITSU (closed
areas, crowded areas, and being close to another person), wash your hands, and gargle
often. Please take good care of your health.

The Bible verse we read is from the book of Timothy. A man named Paul wrote
this as a letter to Timothy. Some of you may not know who Paul is, but he is the one
began teaching Christianity to the world. Many people have the English name “Paul”,
and this originates from this Paul. In Japan, he is not well-known, but Paul is a very
important person that cannot be left out, not only from the history of Christianity but
also from European philosophy. There are even scholars that say Christianity today
would not exist without Paul.

It was through this book that Paul taught his pupil Timothy the knowledge about
being a Christian evangelist. Paul says, "Preach the word; be prepared in season and
out of season; (NIV)", these words in many English Bibles are translated as "In season,
out of season". This gives the feeling of a season, or a period with a certain length. It is
a sense of time that transcends a moment. Not everything goes well in the paths of our
lives. When we take a close look at the life of any person who achieved great things, it's

revealed that they went through times of difficulty and periods of many trials. In fact, I



believe that it can be said that great achievements happened because people went
through hardships.

The Coronavirus reminds us of the plague epidemic in the 14th century. It is
said that the plague killed about 50 million people and approximately one-quarter of
the world's population was lost at the time. A much greater fear than exists today
engulfed societies for centuries. But such times were also times of reformation and
innovation. The "Protestant Reformation" in the 16th century also took place during a
time when there was a ferocious plague. This social and ideological change was not just
an event within Christianity, but a major ideological turning point that ushered Europe
from the Middle Ages into the modern era.

In the 17th century, the plague hit England. [saac Newton escaped to his
hometown from Cambridge University, where he was studying at the time. The
epidemic lasted for 2 years. In those 2 years, he discovered the "law of gravity," which
was made famous by the anecdote of the falling apple. It is well known that a new
page of scientific history was opened as a result. What we have to remember from this
is that Newton’s new discovery was not the result of coincidence. His wide knowledge
of astronomy, mathematics, and science led him to that discovery. It is not widely
known but Newton was not only a mathematician and a scientist, but he was also a
Christian theologian. Not to mention a genius. It was his basic ideological foundation
and quest for truth, at home during a plague, that led to his discovery which heralded
the start of a new era. Even in despair and darkness, mankind has sought the truth
and created new eras.

Okinawa Christian University is also a university founded by those who
experienced darkness and hardship, in their case during the battle of Okinawa. The
militaristic and nationalistic education at the time caused more than a quarter of
Okinawa's population to die, leading to a war that devastated the entire island. The
founders of this university deeply regretted such a kind of education and were driven
by a mission to provide education which would produce graduates who would support
peace in Okinawa. The prayers and efforts of the founders who sought the light of a
new era, along with the co-operation of others from both within and outside Okinawa,
made this university possible.

No one knows what the impact of the new Corona virus will be in the future,
but it is easy to imagine that it will be beyond our expectations. This era is the time to

overcome crisis and generate wisdom. I hope that all new students, returning



students, and faculty members will do their best to study, educate, and open up a new

era without being defeated by this crisis.

Let us pray. Dear Lord, thank you for allowing us to read the 2nd book of
Timothy, and to learn from the words of Paul today. We also thank you for guiding and
supporting us all the time, in and out of season. Please strengthen each and every one
of us, so that even though we are in a bad season now, we will be able to create a new

era by walking with you. In your precious son’s Holy name we pray, Amen.

BYFA1SE

This is the end of the Monday service.

As President Kim just said in his message, Okinawa Christian University will continue
to perform and publish the Monday service through the school website even during the
Coronavirus epidemic. Next week, President Kim will be leading the service, and I will

be giving the message. Please watch again. Thank you.
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