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Pres. Youngsoo Kim:
Good morning, everyone. We will now start the Monday service for April 27, 2020.

We will begin with a prelude, so please pray silently.

Together we will sing, Hymn 21 number 419, verses 1 and 5.

Please sit down.

Now we will read from the Scripture. We will be reading 2 verses today.

First from the Old Testament, Genesis 3:1-5 (NIV).

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not
eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not
eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must
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not touch 1t, or you will die.”” “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said
to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Next from the New Testament, Luke 24:28-35 (NIV)



As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued
on as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us,
for it is nearly evening; the day 1s almost over.” So he went in to stay with
them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks,
broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and
they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” They got up and returned at
once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them,
assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has
appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on the way,

and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

Today’s message, titled, “What opens the eyes of the heart,” will be given by Professor

Mitsuaki Noma.
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English Translation

2020/04/27
Monday Service
Professor Mitsuaki Noma
[What opens the eyes of the heart |
Genesis 3:1-4 / Luke 24:28-35

Good morning, everyone.

When we take a look at the calendar on the wall, we see today 1s the last Monday of April.
I believe that I am not the only one who feels that this month has gone by very fast. Working in
an educational institute such as a school or college, it is natural that April, which is the start of a
new school year, would go by very fast. Being excited by new encounters, meeting and
welcoming new students. We are a bit tired from all the nervousness and unexpectedness but at
the same time find the negatives are exceeded by the happiness of new discoveries, and by the
joy and the sense of fulfilment engendered by the fresh smiles of the new students. These
impressions of a typical “April” are nowhere to be seen this year. I cannot recall any school year
like this. This is because the Coronavirus, which is raging through the world and nationwide, is
forcing us to undergo major changes in our daily lives. There are plastic sheets in front of the
cashier in grocery and convenience stores to avoid airborne infections, and signs are hung
warning people to stay far apart when they’re standing in line. Clerks don’t return change and

receipts hand-to-hand but rather they use trays. Many stores are shortening their business hours.



Just the other day, I went to the convenience store by my house to make some copies, but it was
already closed at 10 p.m. Not only inside the store, but the whole neighborhood was dark. And in
orange letters, the bulletin board by the road asked people to “refrain from going outside for
non-essential things.” This sign made me feel like [ was in trouble, and at the same time I
couldn't believe that this was happening in real-life. It felt strange as if [ was lost in some sort of a

movie or novel.

Speaking of movies, there's a film that draws on our fear of a new virus spreading
throughout the world at an unbelievable speed. It is titled “ Contagion”. A merging of the words
"contact” and “infection", and it was released in the year 2011, so about 10 years ago, but it
seems that this story, terrifyingly, is coming true in our present world. The story begins with the
outbreak of a new virus in the United States, but the focus of the story gradually shifts from the
fear of the virus to the foolishness and madness of humans who feared it. The strapline written
under the title, "Fear infects faster than a virus", seems to accurately represent the situation
today. People who are anxious about the invisible virus are caught up in hysteria caused by

hoaxes and further panic ensues.

The other day, it was reported that tissues and toilet paper which had nothing to do with
Covid 19 were all being bought up and the shelves in Japanese supermarkets were empty. Even
though in my brain [ understand that in an emergency calm measures are necessary, I feel afraid

and impatient with small changes in my life and become isolated or self-centered.

Apparently with the Coronavirus there is a long incubation period from infection to
feeling ill. The illness causes the hemoglobin in the lungs to be destroyed and could lead to
sudden dyspnea, and in some cases patients may die in less than 3 days. Therefore, I think that it
must be a terrible disease, but in the current situation where self-restraint is required with
regards gathering together at schools, workplaces, shopping malls, meeting venues, churches,
etc., "connections" and "bonds" that have marked basic human existence are falling apart,

making a rattling sound as they do so, ahead of the march of the new Coronavirus.



When [ think about this situation where people's relationships are disrupted, Genesis 3
which I read today comes to my mind. It is the famous story of the "Temptation of the Snake." A
man lived happily with his beloved partner in The Garden of Eden, a wonderful paradise created
by God, but he fell into the world of sin because of a sly question from a snake that suddenly

came on the scene.

When I returned to my hometown, I found a snake on the road leading up a mountain. It
was crawling in a weird way, which surprised me. Then the snake seemed to notice me and it slid
into a small hole at the side of the road. Later, when I researched about snakes, I discovered that
snakes can enter any space as long as their skull fits through the opening. Even in the biblical
story, the snake makes its way through the gaps in the human heart and tempts the people to sin.
Inviting them to "open their eyes", "become wise," and "know good from evil, like God knows."
In the end, the people gave into temptation, ate the forbidden fruit, and as a result, "shame",
"suspicion”, "buck-passing" and "betrayal" now dominates the human mind. The "death", which
was said to be caused by eating the fruit, is not actually a “physical death", but rather a

"relationship falling apart".

What do you think? In this era, where thousands of years have passed since the Bible was
written, not only the body and health, but also the "connections" and "bonds" of the world have
been compromised by a terrifying infectious disease that ravages the world. I feel that the "Trust"
and "relationships" that underpin human society are being destroyed, and it gives me a dark
feeling. However, in this situation where the future can't be seen, knowing various stories plays a
great role in maintaining our peace of mind. Even the film "Contagion" I mentioned earlier offers
some comfort: there are people who start to take important action - people who perform
specialized work regarding infectious diseases, such as those who belong to the WHO (World
Health Organization) and the CDC (US Centers for Disease Control). In fact, this film was
made after extensive research into those groups, and some of the words we've heard of recently,
such as "cluster" and "social distance," are keywords in the film. This enhances the realism and

persuasiveness of the story. As the public falls into an extreme state of anxiety and despair,



experts elucidate the source of the virus from a scientific point of view and through thorough

research start to develop a vaccine.

To avoid spoilers, I won’t talk too much about it, but what is vividly drawn in the scene
where they are developing the vaccine is "how we should face life". Rather than focusing only on
your own life first, you should make decisions based on "life" as the foundation. Changing the
direction of this "arrow of living" from yourself to your surroundings. While everyone is in fear
and can only think about themselves, do your best using the foundation of "life," the unchanging
"pillar" as a guide. At the conclusion of such life, a ray of light can be seen at the end of the
tunnel that seemed endless in total darkness. I think this is also the message of "life" spoken to us

in a difficult situation.

And the other part of the Bible this movie brought to mind was the second verse I read
earlier from the gospel of Luke. This is also a very famous story; "The Road to Emmaus." Jesus,
full of power and miracles and who they believed to be the Savior, was executed in an incredibly
cruel way; “crucified on the cross". The two disciples lost sight of where their lives were going
after this sudden disaster and were running away to the village of Emmaus, because there was
danger in Jerusalem. During their escape, Jesus, who was resurrected from the dead, appeared
right in the middle of their way. The power of the "eyes" is directly connected to the mystery of
this story. Even though Jesus was standing right in front of them, they couldn't recognize him.
However, when they break the bread and finally realize that Jesus is the one standing before
them, suddenly they could not see Him anymore. This shows how the "eyes" which enable us to

accurately judge the surrounding situation, are dangerous and fragile in psychological situations

like this.

But at the same time, the deepest message in this story, is that no matter what fear or
anxiety strikes the heart, the "eyes of the two were opened". As the gospel says, "The Lord is with
us.” Even though harsh conditions surround us now, such as masks and sheets stretched between
people, and keeping social distance, there are movements that try to overcome this adversity and

make connections. In Okinawa Christian Institute, which is the only mission-based university in



Okinawa, distance learning started last week, and connections between the students are
beginning to build. This Monday service is also part of that. When we uploaded the Monday
Service last week, there were about 800 hits in 4 days, and everyone involved was surprised. I
sincerely hope that this attitude of OCU seeking connections through Monday Worship, not only
for new students who have just entered the school, but also for older students and faculty
members, as well as parents and graduates who are connected to the academy, will convey a
message that is directly connected to the true gospel: "You are never alone. When you open your

eyes, you will see the truly important connection."

Let us pray.

Dear Lord our heavenly Father, who continuously guides us and gives blessings. April is coming
to an end soon, and I thank you for giving us this opportunity to have the Monday service in the
OCI chapel again. Right now, Okinawa, Japan, and the world is in the midst of great fear and
pain. But even in this situation, we are able to start our new week by facing our hearts to you and
looking towards hope. Thank you very much. Please bless each and every one of us who are here,
Those who are connected to this journey, and to those who are watching this video. Please guide
us in a way that we can remember that Your hope will be given to us in darkness, and the darker
it is, the brighter your light will shine. We can't thank you enough. In your precious son’s Holy

name we pray, Amen.

President Youngsoo Kim:

This is the end of today’s service.
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