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2020/5/11 Monday morning service
[Ask] Matthew 7 : 7-12

We will now start Monday Morning Service for May 1 1th, 2020. Please pr
ay silently.

Please stand to sing hymn 21, number 451, verse 1 and 2.

Please be seated. Today’ s scripture is from Matthew, chapter 7, verses 7
to 12.

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks,
the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your
child asks for bread, will give a stone” Or if the child asks for a fish,
will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven
give good things to those who ask him! “In everything do to others
as you would have them do to you. for this is the law and the

prophets. “

The title of Today’'s message is “Ask” . The message is given by
Rev. Satoshi Mochizuki.
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English Translation

Hello, everyone. My name is Satoshi Mochizuki, | am a pastor at
Shimashi mission chapel in Ginowan city. | teach OCJC students
Christianity as a part-time lecturer. The Golden Week holiday is over, but
we still cannot go to the university because of the coronavirus. In
addition, the entrance ceremony for freshmen has been cancelled, and
we cannot do any classes in the classroom. | think we need to be patient
for a little while longer. On the other hand, there is some positive news in
the world. For example, South Korea, the number of newly infected
people remains in single digits. They have gradually resumed school and
economic activities. Furthermore, the professional baseball league

has begun, albeit without spectators.

Today’ s message is “Ask, and it will be given to you.” Perhaps,
you have heard the phrase before, “Ask, and it will be given to you.” It
was said by Jesus Christ. In Matthew chapter 7, verse 8, “For everyone
who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks the
door will be opened.” Itis said “For everyone,” but people will wonder if

it can be true.

Now, | will tell you about a book, the title is  “Who was Martin
Luther King Jr. ? 7 As this book explains, Martin Luther King Jr. is
famous for the speech, “l have a dream” . The content was as follows.
He said, “I have a dream that one day right here in Alabama little black
boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and

white girls as sisters and brothers.”



The speech was given in 1963, 57 years ago. There was a
movement called the civil rights movement that campaigned for the
elimination of racial discrimination against blacks. In those days, it was
iNegal to say, “do not racially discriminate against blacks.” We take the
Rev. King’s dream for granted now. As you know , there has even been a
black U.S. president - Barack Obama.

Rev. King had tried to make his dream come true and he protested
not only for himself but also for his children, grand children and all future
generations. Blacks , whites , - people of every color made up the civil
rights movement and they changed the social system and the law.

| want to ask some guestions to you. Are you asking seriously? Are
you looking seriously ? Are you knocking the door seriously ? This
unusual situation is expected to continue. Online classes will continue -
there will be a lot of homework, part time jobs will become scarce and

families will find themselves in financial difficulty.

Now let’s think about what we are asking for again. Verse 8 has
teaches us, “ For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ™
This is a hard time for everyone, that's exactly why we are thinking about
why we are studying in school, why we are thinking about what we are

aiming for.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord our heavenly Father, thank you for giving me an opportunity to
deliver a sermon today. We cannot gather in the chapel now because of
Coronavirus, so people attend worship individually online. May students
be able to study even in this inconvenient situation. And may all staff and

teachers be able to work in this unfamiliar environment. May God guide


https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/elimination+of
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/racial

them. After the difficulty of the coronavirus has gone, | hope we will be
able to meet again on the campus, and we will start classes with joy. With

the hope and thanks, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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This is the end of today’s morning service.

This is the third video of Monday morning service posted on the internet.
We have received reports from over 200 students the past two times.
That makes me happy as the teacher in charge of Christianity. We will
deliver another video of the morning service via the internet on May,
18th. Please watch it. Thank you very much.
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