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Spring 2020 Final Monday Service
July 27, 2020 (Online)

Matthew 7:7-12
“The Meaning of Prayer”

President Kim Yongsoo

The first half of 2020 is coming to an end. It is not too much to say that this
semester started with the Covid-19 and will end with the Covid-19. As of July 20,
2020, more than 15 million people have been infected, and more than 620 thousand
people have died from this disease. Because of this unseen virus, the world is put in a
situation that no one has ever been in before. We are facing difficulties both
medical-wise and economy-wise. In the United States, the world’s worst infected
country, it is reported that they are not able to catch up in making graves for the
people who passed away. The situation is serious in Japan too. It once looked as if we
were able to stop the disease from spreading, but the second our guards went down,
there were several people infected again, and as of yesterday, the numbers of the
infected people reached 25,000. One thousand people are now dead from the

disease.

In these difficulties and in this situation where nobody can do anything, people pray,
"Please let us not be infected, please take us out from this hardship, and please let us
not fall into poverty.” The verse we read today, “Ask, and it will be given to you" is a

very famous verse. What did you feel when you read it?
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The three phrases, “ask,” “search,” and "knock,” have the same meaning as “prayers.”

Now, what is a “prayer”?



Usually, it is the wish of people to God. It is something that goes one-way from us to
God. Home safety, business prosperity, and sound health is something people pray for

non

a lot. They pray things like, “Please keep our family safe.” “Please let the business go
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well.” “Please let us stay healthy.” Some may pray to win a lottery. But when their
prayers are not heard, they start to say things like “There is no God" or "If God really

exists, [ would be richer and more fulfilled.” This is something that happens a lot.

Unfortunately in today's verse, it doesn’t promise us that if we pray, we'll become rich,
or good-looking, or be able to meet somebody nice. It tells us the things that will be
given to us when we ask for it. And the things that will be given to us are “good gifts”
as it is written in verse 11. Then what are the “good gifts"? The fundamental answer to
this question can be seen in chapter 7 verses 11 and 12. Let us take a look, “So in

everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.”

The relationship between being given after praying, and the one praying to be the one
to give, is very close. Prayer is done not only with God but with neighbors.

From here, what we can see is that if you pray, "to be given" means to pray to "give."
Being “given" and "giving" from God praying to God is inseparable from "giving" to

other people and neighbors.
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We usually think that "be given when we ask for it”, “being given”, and "having
possession of something” all equal to just receiving, but that is not everything. The
blessing is that we are intimately and inseparably involved in working for and living
with others. The prayer of giving good things is accomplished by giving good things
to others. If you think of it as a human being, isn't it natural? When we are perplexed
by our desires, what we want, our desires to become somebody, and our desire to
become greater than others, we forget those things and focus only on how we can be

given.



Why did you all come to study at this university? Or why did you all come to work here
as faculty members and teachers? I believe most of you are here to either study English
or get qualified as an early childhood care worker We all pray to be a better person
and live a better life. But the power you gain is not limited to yours. You will soon
notice that the more you learn, the more you gain, your English ability or your childcare
qualifications, and insights and skills as a nursery teacher will enrich your society. It will
teach and encourage those around you.

For you students, education is something “given” to you, but that is not all. In the
future, you will become the ones to give. Our hopes and needs, if those things are for
somebody, those prayers will certainly create empathy, gather people, raise people,

and will create something new.
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