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My area of specialty is English language Teaching (ELT) . About half of the students who join my ZEMI are interested in researching issues
related to ELT and possibly becoming an English teacher in the future, and half are interested in a wide variety of issues not connected to ELT

(in the past, I have supervised students on topics as diverse as LGBTQ issues, Okinawa tourism, child poverty, {5#&!2&5, fashion, and many
more) . I’'m happy to accept students with all kinds of interests.

I work with most students over two years. At first, we spend some time brainstorming possible areas for research. Students usually begin with
broad topics, and through discussion I encourage them to narrow their focus and find particular areas that would be suitable for research. So,
for example, students narrow down from “English Language Teaching” to “English pronunciation” to “Learning English pronunciation through
song”. Then, I train students in finding information in journals, news articles, encyclopedias, and other sources of reference, and students learn
deeply about the topic and write a summary “Literature Review” of everything they learned. Next, students then think of their own “Research
Question”, and I teach ways for them to gather data and information (research studies, interviews, surveys, etc) in order to answer that
question. After gathering original data, students analyze the results, discuss the significance, and then draw conclusions that might answer their
original research question. All of this is finally written up in a graduation thesis in English, which is usually about 20 pages in length.

Students certainly find doing this work a challenge, especially doing it in English. However, this thesis can be of great value to students in their
future studies and work. What’s more, I have no doubt that at the end of the 2-year process students feel a great sense of accomplishment, and
their English graduation thesis is something they will be able to look back on with great pride for many years to come.
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