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ML As studies of rhetoric have expanded beyond the artful use of
oratory, my interest in organized persuasive communication has
expanded to symbols, sounds, colors, and images. Interest in the
tools, techniques and signs of persuasion and coercion developed
when I began noticing in the 1990s patterns of manipulation and
deception in corporate media and the effects that framing had on the
perception of threats to nations, communities, and civil rights. My
work integrates research in linguistics, psychology, and
communication theory to describe ways in which power centers
organize and undertake campaigns of persuasion and engineer
consent for policies and actions across cultures. The effort is aimed at
stimulating exploration of key questions: to what extent can
disinterested observers understand public discourse as part of a larger
experiment in which dominant social, political, and economic forces
shape perception to influence opinion? Can the observer extrapolate
meaningful data from public opinion that verifies the conditions of
the experiment, who the experimenters are, the subjects and control
groups! Can the observer describe the mechanisms that shape
perception and opinion!
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