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Guidance for OCU Graduate Research Proposals
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Divide your proposal into sections and format it according to our
guidelines. It should be written in plain Japanese or in plain English for a
general reader. Complete all sections in accordance with the guidance.
The proposal should be between 5 to 6 pages.
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Section 1 Title: Provide a brief descripfive title of no more than 20 English
words or 20 Kaniji/Hiragana. Choose a fitle for your project that reflects
your research question in one succinct phrase. The title should include
key words. Your title can be revised over the course of your candidature.
You may find it useful to review some of titles of theses already produced
by previous students.
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Section 2. Summary: Provide a brief summary of the proposed project in
300 English words or less, or 300 Kanji/Hiragana. Effective summaries
provide a succinct overview of the research proposal. The summary
should clearly indicate (a) why your proposed research is important; (b)
what your project aims to address; (c) and how the project will be
undertaken. Often it is easiest to write the summary after you have
completed the research proposal as you can more easily identify your
key points at this stage.
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Section 3. Aims and Background: Describe the aim(s) of the project and
briefly review the literature relevant to the project. You are free to
structure Section 3 and Section 4 of your proposal in whatever way is
most logical for your project. You should describe the purpose of your
project and what it aims to achieve. Clearly indicate how the project is
significant and addresses an important problem. State the topic of your
research. Frame this as a problem or question that you will answer.
Provide an overview of the project. Also provide the background or
context from which your project has emerged. This concise literature
review should lead your reader to your research question. You will be
providing information that assists in understanding the significance of the
work, strengthening a claim to originality and showing you have
understood relevant literature and can justify the worth of the project.
Since your proposal is limited to only 5 to 6 pages, refer only to key
references in your area.
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Section 4. Research Project: Describe how the project is significant, how
it addresses an important problem, and/or how it is original. Outline the
conceptual framework, design and/or methods. Justify these with
reference to the literature and indicate how the literature has been
systematically reviewed to ensure that the proposed research does not
reproduce previous research. Describe how the anticipated outcomes
of the project will advance the discipline.
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Section 5. Creative Component (optional): If the project includes a
creative component, describe this creative component and the link
between this component and the proposed thesis.
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Section 6: Bibliography: Provide publication details of the literature cited.



